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The resistance offered by Tyre to the haughty
Macedonian, whose arms had already completed
the conquest of Syria, or at least decided its fate
at the celebrated battle of Issus *, is a striking
instance of what may be effected even by a
commercial people whose military establishments
were scarcely enumerated among the features of
their high renown. " Let us contemplate these
enterprizes," says a patriotic scholar of our own
age, " as completed by the efforts of a single
city, which, possibly, did not possess a territory
of twenty miles in circumference, which sus-
tained a siege of thirteen years against all the
power of Babylon, and another of eight months
against Alexander in the full career of his vic-
tories, and then judge whether a commercial
spirit debases the nature of man, or whether any
single city recorded in history is worthy to be
compared with Tyre/* t
" This proud mart of antiquity, whose re-
sources of wealth and power are enumerated
with so much eloquence by the prophet while
proclaiming its destined fall, sent her fleets east-
ward to the gates of the Atlantic, which were the
boundaries of all knowledge to every nation but
* This was fought in the month of Mamacterion, in the 4th
year of the 11 Ith Olympiad, when Nicocrates was archon, and
333 years hefore the Christian era.
f Vincent's Periplus of the Eryth, Sea, vol. ii. p. 528.
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